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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
January 20, 2026

The Cummer Museum of Art & Gardens to Present Exhibition Curated by University of North Florida Students

“Touring the Landscape: Art, Travel, and the Shaping of American Identity” examines the connection between landscape, imagination, and nationhood.

JACKSONVILLE, Fla. – From January 30 through May 31, 2026, the Cummer Museum of Art & Gardens will present Touring the Landscape: Art, Travel, and the Shaping of American Identity. Organized by the Cummer Museum and guest curated by students at the University of North Florida, this exhibition examines how late 19th and early 20th century artists used landscape painting and tourism to explore American identity at home and abroad.

As part of the Hicks Honors College class Public Narratives: Museum Curation and Interpretation, taught by UNF visiting professor of art history Dr. Meg McCrummen Fowler, students were challenged to create an exhibition for the Cummer Museum that showcased works from the Museum’s permanent collection in new ways. The result is an insightful exhibition that explores the connection between people and place, and how the shared visual experience of landscape shaped the American imagination in the midst of a rapidly-changing century.

Holly Keris, the Cummer Museum’s J. Wayne & Delores Barr Weaver Chief Curator, explained, “While these paintings by Jasper Cropsey, Martin Johnson Heade, Winslow Homer, and others are among the most recognizable in our collection, the students’ research provides an opportunity to see these familiar favorites through a new lens.”

Students participated in nearly every curatorial decision: choosing the works, developing a thesis for the exhibition based on cutting-edge research, authoring an exhibition catalogue, creating an audio guide, and proposing an installation layout. In so doing, they discovered the complex ways in which museum curators construct narratives for their various publics. The course represents the best of project-based learning strategies, in that students work through research-based, open-ended problems in real-world contexts.


Dr. Fowler commented, "For undergraduates, co-curating an exhibition is a rare opportunity that offers meaningful experiential learning. Students negotiated the real-world complexities of original research, archival work, curatorial practices, and exhibition writing. They practiced the sort of collaborative curatorial work in which museum professionals engage daily. This collaboration between UNF and the Cummer Museum is an admirable example of how community-based partnerships can facilitate significant, meaningful, and mutually beneficial projects."

Dr. Fowler’s course was the winner of the University of North Florida’s Innovative, Interdisciplinary, & Experiential Teaching Award, given to a maximum of three instructors per year for designing innovative courses. 

The exhibition is sponsored by Season Sponsors City of Jacksonville and Cultural Council of Greater Jacksonville; Lead Sponsors The Robert D. Davis Family Foundation and The Schultz Family Endowment; and Celebrated Sponsors the Director's Circle Donors at the Cummer Museum of Art & Gardens.


About the Cummer Museum of Art & Gardens
The Cummer Museum of Art & Gardens, founded in 1958 by Ninah Cummer, is one of
Northeast Florida’s most enduring and significant cultural institutions. For more than six
decades, it has provided community access to five millennia of art celebrating the
creativity of the human spirit, alongside 2.5 acres of historically significant riverfront
gardens. Visitors to the museum enjoy access to world-class exhibitions, learning
opportunities, and outdoor experiences designed to inspire discovery and well-being.
Consistently recognized as Jacksonville’s premier art museum, the Cummer Museum is a trusted, vibrant cornerstone of Jacksonville’s cultural and civic life.
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