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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
December 15, 2025

Mayor Deegan Joins the Cummer Museum for Family Literacy Night December 16

A Free Celebration of Reading, Art and Community 

JACKSONVILLE, Fla. – The Cummer Museum of Art & Gardens hosts a free “Family Literacy Night at the Cummer Museum,” bringing together local families for an evening of reading and art ahead of winter break. Families are invited to enjoy hands-on experiences that nurture a love of books and creativity.​

Event details and partners
Presented in collaboration with the Jacksonville Public Library, the Mayor’s Office, and READ USA, the event will feature the River City Readers Bookmobile on site from 5 to 7 p.m. Families can pick out free books to build their home libraries, enjoy fun giveaways, learn simple literacy tips, and sign up for library cards, all in an environment designed to make reading feel joyful and accessible. 

Mayor Donna Deegan will be present from 5 to 6 p.m. to welcome families, offer remarks and underscore the city’s commitment to learning and literacy, and the Museum will remain open and free until 8 p.m. Attendees are invited to explore the galleries and discover connections between the works of art and the stories they read together.​

Experience for families
Throughout the evening, parents, caregivers and children can browse the Bookmobile’s collection for a free book to keep, receive guidance on fostering reading habits at home, and participate in early literacy activities tailored to different ages. After selecting books, families can extend their visit by enjoying the Museum’s exhibitions and gardens, creating an experience that pairs learning with play, nature, and culture.​

Mission and impact
Family Literacy Night reflects the Museum’s commitment to programs that spark discovery, connection, and enrichment. By partnering with key community leaders in literacy, the Cummer Museum aims to reduce barriers to access and provide families with the tools, resources, and inspiration they need to support young readers year-round.

Family Literacy Night
Tuesday, December 16 2026 
Galleries open with free admission: 4 to 8 p.m.
Mayor Deegan remarks: 5 to 6 p.m.
Family-friendly literacy activities: 5 to 7 p.m.


About the Cummer Museum of Art & Gardens
The Cummer Museum of Art & Gardens, founded in 1958 by Ninah Cummer, is one of
Northeast Florida’s most enduring and significant cultural institutions. For more than six
decades, it has provided community access to five millennia of art celebrating the
creativity of the human spirit, alongside 2.5 acres of historically significant riverfront
gardens. Visitors to the museum enjoy access to world-class exhibitions, learning
opportunities, and outdoor experiences designed to inspire discovery and well-being.
Consistently recognized as Jacksonville’s premier art museum, the Cummer Museum is a trusted, vibrant cornerstone of Jacksonville’s cultural and civic life.
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